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Discussion 5 
In general terms, an evaluation design can be understood as the framework or structure used to generate essential answers to the evaluation questions. When conducting a program evaluation, an effective evaluation design is a critical element to the success of the program evaluation in several ways. First, the evaluation designs are used in assessing the performance of the program evaluation. Since program evaluation involves a systematic review of operations and outcomes, evaluation designs help identify programs that are below the requirements, undesirable results, and whether or not the needs of the target population are being met (Mertens & Wilson, 2018). In doing so, the researchers can act proactively to improve the performance of the program.
Secondly, having an evaluation design has been proven to be an effective method of increasing accountability, especially in the use of public resources. Accountability includes showing responsibility in fiscal management, showing evidence that the set goals are being met, and quantifying the program's desired impacts. Generally, programs that can use evaluation designs to identify progressive results are considered successful (Mertens & Wilson, 2018). Finally, evaluation designs can be used to develop methods of ensuring that programs run efficiently and effectively to meet the required goals. Therefore, having an evaluation design is essential for conducting successful program evaluation and providing recommendations for improving the programs.
In the criminal justice sector, evaluation involves the systematic collection and analysis of relevant information in the form of pieces of evidence and statements, which are essential in delivering judgment. When conducting these evaluations, various design methods are available for use by the researchers. These include quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods. The qualitative evaluation design method is subjective and helps describe the occurrence of phenomena. Alternatively, the quantitative evaluation design method is objective and focuses on determining associations that exist between variables (Mertens & Wilson, 2018). Based on the unique and in-depth understanding required in criminology and criminal justice, researchers have argued that qualitative methods are best placed to obtain the necessary knowledge in this school of thought. 
Qualitative method usually undertake an in-depth analysis of the topic of concern, meaning that when used in criminal justice, the method provides a better understanding of the crime, the purported criminals, and the criminal justice system, providing more relevant information essential for making judgments (Mertens & Wilson, 2018). Additionally, by using qualitative methods, the researchers can identify any existing themes and patterns, which are vital in solving any riddles in criminal justice. Finally, the data collection and analysis processes employed in the qualitative methods generate more informative and productive data, which offers enhanced understandings of the subject matter (Mertens & Wilson, 2018). Such kind of knowledge is vital before delivering judgment.  
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